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MISSOULA---
The University of Montana will host all three Big Sky Conference winter championship
meets this year, and the first, wrestling, will take place Saturday in the Harry Adams Field 
House.
The other two title meets, in skiing and swimming, will take place in the Garden City 
March 1-2 and March 6-8, respectively.
The opening session of wrestling will be at 1 p.m. Saturday. Consolation and final
rounds will start at 7:30 p.m., with consolation matches run two at a time followed by the 
championship matches individually.
Some 70 wrestlers representing all six Big Sky member schools will be on hand for the 
sixth annual tourney Saturday, and Idaho State University appears a near cinch to repeat the 
championship it has won for the past two years.
Major threats to Bengal supremacy could come from either Weber State College or Montana
State University. The Wildcats- wrestling fortunes jumped this year, while the Bobcats, who
won the title from 1964 through 1966, don't appear as strong as they have been in previous 
years.
Idaho State wrestlers captured seven of 11 individual championships and one second place 
last year, and four of their individual champs will return to defend their titles Saturday. 
They are A1 Takahashi, 123 (115 last year); Leroy Harris, 167; Carlton Tanaka, 191, and Ray 
Millward, heavyweight. The Bengals boast nearly unbeatable depth again this year..
Other returning champions include Merle Olson, 145 (137 this year), Montana State, and 
Larry Dixon, 152 (145 this year), Weber State.
Second-place finishers from 1968 who will be back are Dick Kilpatrick, 123, Montana 
State; Wayne Sugimoto, 130, Weber State; Bill Andersen, 137 (145 this year), Montana State; 
Lowell Springer, 160 (167 this year), Montana State; Mike Meyer, 167 (177 this year), Montana
more
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State; Ron Mehrens, 177, Montana, and Ed Clauson, 191 (possibly heavyweight this year),
Idaho.
With 13 of last year’s top 22 returning, it could take some doing for outsiders to crack 
this elite group. But some fine challengers have emerged during the season, including some 
from upstart Weber State and some new faces at Idaho State.
Montana's entries, with weight classes, will be: 11S— Wayne Neyematsu, Hardin junior;
123— -Jim McCormick, Great Falls sophomore; 130-— Ken Yachechak, Smithtown, N.Y. junior; 
137— Wayne Monts, Great Falls freshman; 145—  Wayne Mathews, Brisbane, Australia sophomore; 
152 — -Tom Cooper, Missoula junior; 160— Doug Robbins, Great Falls junior; 167— Steve 
Baldock, Markham, 111. freshman; 177— Mehrens, Butte junior; 191— no entry, and heavy- 
weight Larry Stranahan, Missoula sophomore.
Admission for the tournament sessions will be:
1 p.m.---Adults, $1; grade and high school students, 50 cents; UM students admitted 
free with activity card.
7.30 p.m.---Adults, $1.50; grade and high school students, 50 cents; UM students, again 
admitted free with activity cards.
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